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To aspire, endeavour and thrive together

In November we were proud to be awarded with the Complete Careers, Career 
Mark. 

We were rigorously assessed in the areas of : 
1. A stable careers programme 
2. Learning from career and labour market information 
3. Addressing the needs of each student 
4. Linking curriculum learning to careers 
5. Encounters with employers and employees
6. Experiences of workplaces 
7. Encounters with further and higher education 8. 
8. Personal guidance

We are so proud of everyone involved in securing this accreditation. Especially 
Ms Dunkerley who has put in many hours improving and refining our Careers 
provision! 
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New uniform 

The student council asked for a change in the school 
uniform from the blue jumper to a smarter more mature 
version in black. We take student voice very seriously 
here at Glossopdale and so have updated the uniform to 
include this jumper. 

If your child has a blue one they will still be able to wear 
it until the end of this school year but only black ones will 
be able to be purchased going forward. The full uniform 
policy and stockists are available on our website 
https://www.glossopdaleschool.org.uk/page/?title=Unifor
m+for+School&pid=64  

Thank you to Ewan from Year 8 for modelling the new jumper 

https://www.glossopdaleschool.org.uk/page/?title=Uniform+for+School&pid=64
https://www.glossopdaleschool.org.uk/page/?title=Uniform+for+School&pid=64


Top THRIVE Students
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Top THRIVE Students - Year 7
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Top THRIVE Students - Year 8
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Top THRIVE Students - Year 9
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Top THRIVE Students - Year 10
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Top THRIVE Students - Year 11



End Of Term Rewards 
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End Of Term Christmas Rewards 

We were excited to host “Glossopdale’s 
Christmas Day” and it proved a real hit 

with both staff and students. Christmas 
dinner was served in the Heart and the 

surprise reward of a silent disco was held 
in the Theatre. The pupils who had 

shown excellent conduct and attendance 
this term had the opportunity to dance 

and sing along with their friends, making 
this event a very memorable treat. It was 
great to see all the festive attire and the pupils enjoying the celebrations. 
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End Of Term Christmas Trip - Year 7, Buxton 
Pantomime

Nearly 200 year 7 students attended the brilliant 
pantomime at Buxton Opera House on Monday 
16th December ‘Oh yes they did!’  For some 
students it was their first, ever visit to a theatre.  
We were also delighted to see the super-talented 
Catherine Pugh’s performance as the villain, too - 
as she often works with us in school.



Performances in our 
Theatre 
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High School Musical 

What a fantastic week it was for the cast of 
High School Musical in the middle of 

November 2024. The hours of rehearsal 
certainly paid off as the cast gave five 

confident performances  including two 
matinee performances to a packed audience 

of our local primary schools.  

The cast certainly bopped to the top as they 
sang and danced their hearts out for every 

performance.  Not forgetting those students 
who have gave up their time to work 

backstage helping change scenery and 
lighting.

  We are so proud of the cast, not only for 
their fantastic performances but for the 

dedication, resilience and professionalism 
they have displayed throughout the rehearsal  
process. More pictures can been seen on our 

website: 
https://www.glossopdaleschool.org.uk/galler

y/?pid=7&gcatid=1&albumid=12

https://www.glossopdaleschool.org.uk/gallery/?pid=7&gcatid=1&albumid=12
https://www.glossopdaleschool.org.uk/gallery/?pid=7&gcatid=1&albumid=12
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The Performing Arts Christmas Show 

The Christmas Performing Arts Show took place on 

4th December and included Dance and Drama 

performances from students from all year groups.  

The show was opened by the fantastic Year 11s 

who performed their BTEC assessment piece to 

“Cruisin’ for a Bruisin” using the choreography 

from the the film “Teen Beach Movie”.  Other 

assessment pieces were performed  by the Year 11 

Drama students and included scenes from the 

plays “The Thrill of Love” and “Steel Magnolias”.

We were also treated to numbers from our recent 

production of “High School Musical” and work that 

had been created at Dance and Drama clubs.  

Well done to all the students involved, it was a 

great showcase of their work!
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The Christmas Music Concert 

The Music Department Christmas Concert took place in the Theatre on the evening of Thursday 5th December 

and showcased excellent performances from the school wind band, choir, the Glossopdale fiddle ensemble, our 

new Year 10/11 rock band (‘The Kleggs’) and many soloists from Years 7 to 13.

In particular, it was very encouraging to see many first time performers (soloists and ensemble members) 

making their debuts in such confident and enthusiastic fashion! This bodes well for the future. There was music 

ranging from classical viola pieces to guitar and drum kit performances of modern rock and pop classics, there 

was a very eclectic range of genres and styles, including many festive favourites! We were also treated to a 

world premiere of the highly dramatic composition, ‘Nocturne’ on the piano composed by Ed M, one of our 

Year 10 GCSE Music students.    

A huge thanks to all the peripatetic music teachers who support our young performers in such a significant way 

throughout the year and also to all the parents, carers, friends and relatives who attended the event and 

encouraged the students in such a warm and positive fashion on what was,  a very unpleasant night 

-weatherwise!



Trips  
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JAMBO!
After two years in the planning, students who have been fundraising for the 'African Adventure' finally left for Kenya on Sunday 

27th October. 107 students (aged from 12 - 18) and 12 staff arrived in Africa for our first volunteering experience, 7000 miles from 
home and for some students, their first air travel or leaving home without parents/carers! 

Linked with six schools across the city of Nakuru, our students and staff formed bonds and made valuable contributions to improve 
the educational experience for the children attending. We made tables and chairs, painted walls and murals, laid floors, dug 

trenches, played and taught sports and games, did painting, colouring and much much more in this incredibly humbling journey. 

We visited the homes of the children from the school and our students were both empathic and emotional as they compared the 
conditions of poverty with their own lives. Also on the eight day trip were some Kenyan cultural experiences and sightseeing. But, 
the central objective was to introduce our students to a culture and existence far-removed from their own, and to form links with 

the people of Nakuru which we hope will be the start of a very long partnership. 

Many of the students described the trip as 'life-altering' at the time and on their return have memories that are both heartwarming 
and heartbreaking to recall. We look forward to launching the next, 2026,  'African Adventure' opportunity early next year.  
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African Adventures Legacy 

The African Adventures team have sent these 
pictures from the Love G school in Nakuru. 

The students in this group donated an extra 
$27.000 Kenyan shillings to buy a stove for the 

new kitchen we helped build.

Prior to this the cook at the school was 
cooking over rocks in an extremely smoky, 

small kitchen outbuilding. 

A huge thank you to the volunteers at the 
school and  we hope this will make a big 

difference to the staff and pupils  at Love G.  
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French Trip After the success of the Olympics this summer, 44 year 11 students 
visited ‘la Ville des Lumières’, otherwise known as Paris.

After an overnight journey we arrived in Paris early afternoon, just in 
time to mix with the artists in Montmartre, and see the beautiful city of 

Paris from this vantage point. After wandering through the cobbled 
streets and a visit to an authentic French supermarket, we arrived at our 

accommodation, ready for an early start the next day.

The day began with a trip to the top floor of the Eiffel Tower, with the 
sun shining the views were far reaching. We then went for lunch in a 

regional restaurant, where the pudding was a chocolate pizza! We then 
embarked on a trip down the river Seine on a bateau mouche – a tourist 

treat for the Parisian born Mrs Felix-Ravelo who was celebrating her 
birthday. After a tour around Paris and another supermarket we arrived 

late to our hotel.

Sunday was Disneyland Paris day. Arriving early and with the Halloween 
decorations all around, we spent the whole day going from experience 

to experience. This culminating in us all gathering together for the 
famous firework and drone display at the end of the evening. Another 

long but excellent day.

We were able to practice a lot of our French and a fabulous time was 
had by all!



To aspire, endeavour and thrive together

Jack Badger LTD  

Our Y13 Product Design students went on a visit to Jack Badger Ltd, based in Old Glossop. The 
trip gave the students a greater understanding of the importance of how research and material 

testing through trial and error enables the production of high-quality products.

Jack Badger is a specialist joinery company with a team of highly talented and knowledgeable 
traditional joiners, who have experience of working on some of the most beautiful, complex and 

prestigious woodworking projects in the country.

The students had a go at using some traditional tools such as the antique woodworking planes and 
a curved timber tuff. They were also treated to a breakfast sandwich and a cup of tea, as it’s the 

British workshop tradition! Our students had a very memorable and unique experience.



THRIVE Days 
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THRIVE Days  

This term we held our first THRIVE Day of the year for 
our Year 7 students. These days form part of our 

Personal Development curriculum and the day was 
themed on the topic of “Health and Wellbeing”. 

Students attended excellent sessions, workshops and 
lessons from a fantastic range of visiting presenters 

from: Glossop Military Fitness - Boot Camp and Physical 
Fitness; MUFC - Sport for Mental Health; Brian Buller 
PCSO - Anti Social Behaviour; Mary Mansfield - Yoga; 
Our Catering Department (Claire Rowley)  - Cooking 

Without Sugar; North West Ambulance First Responder, 
David Swanson - CPR training; Kate Thorpe - What To 
Expect From Therapy.  Students took part with great 
enthusiasm and learned a lot about this important 

topic. Our visitors commented on how much the Year 7s 
enjoyed the sessions and represented the school so 

well. A great day had by all!



Aspire
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DofE Silver Expedition  

We would just like to say a massive congratulations to Bea, Lizzie, Ben, Sophia, 
Lewis, and Georgia who all completed their DofE Silver expedition. They started 
in Bakewell on a Saturday morning in the sunshine, an 18km day took them via 

Chatsworth, Baslow, Eyam and onto the campsite in Wetton. Temperatures 
plummeted to 3 degrees overnight and the fog didn't clear until midday on the 

Sunday.

On Sunday their route took them north and into the Hope Valley. Overnight on 
Sunday the rain moved in and didn't stop, instead, it got wetter and wetter!

'Miss my hands have tuned to prunes!'

They finished at Fairholmes in the Derwent Valley on Monday afternoon, almost 
30km of walking completed over 3 days and in desperate need of dry clothes!

A truly tenacious group of young people! Well done



In School Events and 
Fundraising 
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Remembrance Day 2024

Lest we Forget

We had a wonderful Remembrance service and parade 
at Glossop’s Norfolk Square and Hadfield's Cenotaph 
on Sunday 10th November.  Senior Student Leaders 
Emma and Kiedis represented our school along with 

Anwen and Ewan admirably  - laying the wreath with the 
utmost respect and really did the school proud. 

We commemorated Remembrance day in school on 
Monday 11th November as our lead student, Claire M, 
took to the microphone with a reading at 11am and the 
whole school shared in some silent reflection during 
two minutes silence. We all stood to pay our respects 

and then listened to ‘The Last Post’.
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Children in Need Friday 15th November 2024 

To support Children in Need, we organised an exciting 
day packed with activities for everyone to enjoy! Students 
were encouraged to wear trainers for the day as a fun way 

to show solidarity, and they also had the chance to 
participate in a thrilling penalty shootout against their 

teachers  - an event that was full of laughter and friendly 
competition. Adding to the excitement, our talented 

teachers faced off in a bake-off, judged live in front of an 
enthusiastic audience. A cake sale took place at break 
and dinner time, offering delicious treats to raise funds 
for the cause. To spark creativity, a writing competition 

invited students to showcase their storytelling skills. The 
winning entries were celebrated in school on 25th 

November 2024. Together, these activities gave us a 
memorable day while supporting a vital cause
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Hello Yellow 

In October there was #HelloYellow day. 
We take Mental Health very seriously here at Glossopdale so 

this event - which raises vital funds for the charity Young 
Minds - was massive for us this year. There were more events 

than ever and we  raised a record amount of £678.54! We’d 
like to thank our Mental Health Champions for their excellent 

organisation, our students and parents and staff for 
supporting this worthwhile cause. 

Ralph B in Y7 also made a whopping £28 independently with 
a bake sale he arranged himself at a weekend.  A big ‘thank 
you’ also to our teachers and support staff who were great 
sports in a ‘throw a wet sponge at a teacher’ event which 

raised £76 on its own!

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/helloyellow?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZXnpFjASQepAnABN-vlAe_Qi7RWkzGUfnpMLOwwfuS5Hv62_gabv_TQmFR_tBTrszddCumqeI5JkRBY8o3q1XoTuG1plnog7zf9xjAu7KWndtu8pvuL3DTPcRavIKdCCDzzIcJ55QF43ODoHFsVPcPqTZxyivAflbmDeF4v_gM1tguZrXYQ4Bb81oTGrTjsgqs&__tn__=*NK-R
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Macmillan Coffee Morning  

Our Student Council led the Macmillan Coffee Morning on 
Friday 27th September 2024 between 10am and 12pm.  

The students provided 3 amazing raffle prizes with the 1st 
prize being a hamper full of goodies such as chocolate, 

perfume sprays and winter goodies.  

Most of the cakes were hand-baked by the students with an 
array of different types on offer such as cinnamon buns, 

flapjacks, cupcakes and victoria sponges, to name a few. The 
session was a complete success with £210.32 raised via cash 

and online donations. 

The Student Council represented the school with pride and 
Ms Dunkerley was proud of the mature manner in which they 
communicated and helped during the session.  The money is 

going to a very worthwhile cause and we look forward to next 
year!

  



Sports 
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A massive well done to the Year 9 boys’ 
rugby team on an impressive 

first full contact game against St Philip 
Howard.

Well done to all who played, some amazing 
tries and great tackles.

Each year the Derbyshire County 
Schools FA requests that 

representatives are sent to 
participate in trial days for 

selection to the U16 Derbyshire 
County School’s football team.

We are pleased to announce that 
Will M, Emma S, and Anissa Q 

have been selected to represent 
Derbyshire Schools at the county 
level. All three have made strong 

starts with their county teams, and 
we hope they thoroughly enjoy 

this valuable opportunity.

Glossopdale Year 10 football team 
secured an impressive 3-0 victory over 
New Mills in the semi-final of the High 

Peak Shield. The game began with a tense 
opening, during which Liam G saved a 

great penalty which allowed them to stay 
in the game.

We would also like to say a big well done 
to Billy K who scored a spectacular solo 
goal, from that point on it was one way 
traffic, with Billy going on to complete a 

brilliant hat-trick to seal the win.

Congratulations to the Year 8 girls’ 
rugby team on making history as 

our first ever all girl team!

A huge well done to everyone who 
played - there were some fantastic 

tries and they put up an 
outstanding defense against St. 

Philip Howard.



Library 



Library News
For the Love of Books Breakfast 
Morning

We were delighted to reward five 
hardworking students with toast and hot 
chocolate as part of our celebrations! Each 
of these dedicated students has already 
produced an impressive three book reviews 
(towards their badge!)

The morning was filled with cheer as 
students came together to share their love 
of books, enjoy a festive atmosphere, and 
take part in a lively and competitive quiz.

Accelerated Reader Success 

Our Year 7 students have been working 
incredibly hard, enthusiastically reading their 
books and completing quizzes!

Collectively, they’ve achieved an amazing 
milestone, reading a total of 7,105,017

words and successfully passing 354 
quizzes. Well done, Year 7!

Reading Week

Reading is Snow Much Fun
Books are calling and snow is falling, 

Our students were encouraged to take 
part in two competitions: 

Bookish Biscuits:
A heartfelt thank you to all the students 
who took part in the Bookish Biscuit 
competition! Below are the fantastic entries 
we received. Each gingerbread figure was 
beautifully decorated, bringing joy to both 
staff and students alike.

Winter Words:
We received several outstanding entries for 
our poetry competition. Below is the 
winning poem, which we are thrilled to 
share with you.

Wise Words
This year, Glossopdale has successfully 

launched its very first book review club: Wise 
Words! The club started in January 2024 and 
has been a fantastic success, with students 

creating an impressive 40 reviews so far.

A huge thank you to all the students who 
attend Wise Words sessions and contribute 
their excellent book reviews!

December 2024

‘Make Reading Regular’



Artwork of the Week 
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Artwork of the Week 
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Artwork of the Week 



Manchester United 
Foundation  
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Chill Factore 
Six of our Year 7 students headed to the Chill 

Factore this term for a ski lesson, followed by some 
fun at the snow park. Despite never having set foot 

on skis before, the students were fantastic, showing 
great enthusiasm as they listed, learned, and 

mastered a brand new skill. 

We hope everyone had an incredible time and that 
they've all warmed after their time on the slopes! 

A huge thank you to the Manchester United 
Foundation for organising this fantastic opportunity.

Cyberfirst Event

Six of our Year 8 girls visited Old Trafford for 
the Cyberfirst Mega Event. This was an all 
female event to inspire young women into 

careers in the world of technology. We visited 
different stations and learnt about coding, 
programming robotic balls to move, virtual 

reality, coding robots to draw and working out 
riddles.

The girls got involved in all of the activities and 
Hayley won a £20 Amazon voucher for her 

enthusiasm and effort throughout the day. It 
was a highly inspiring day for us to be a part of 

and the event was amazing! A big thanks to 
Manchester United Foundation & Cyberfirst for 

the opportunity.

Manchester United Foundation 

https://www.facebook.com/manchesterunitedfoundation?__cft__[0]=AZU-sQEXx3uJflYC7Q0un9Me7qs5-cTwmMeb3ThaFFZ4CxQBSDS2cFG_2nVvCl2TUwzqL6zyBJawqsEO8ZH5soIA0QVgs70IhQ_rd7SjNn8va9hzLlUqWHkJtxQSwFl_LGtT1Ek0ATF3-1tOg-2dOBSdPQOil0dHDBEhxkRDcRI618esmY8O8sX9h0JohQVryOs&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/manchesterunitedfoundation?__cft__[0]=AZU-sQEXx3uJflYC7Q0un9Me7qs5-cTwmMeb3ThaFFZ4CxQBSDS2cFG_2nVvCl2TUwzqL6zyBJawqsEO8ZH5soIA0QVgs70IhQ_rd7SjNn8va9hzLlUqWHkJtxQSwFl_LGtT1Ek0ATF3-1tOg-2dOBSdPQOil0dHDBEhxkRDcRI618esmY8O8sX9h0JohQVryOs&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/manchesterunitedfoundation?__cft__[0]=AZWP9N69Pu2ncYg_PdvPT2KlIbZRJV305pPIkYYX7Im4ny0Q_bNFt0wXLy-pQp_KaJEsjzXd4QIIUlqVau6p9fn6m9uK1NGhArQc2O6ImnUwHrtkH_ZytsB5G6C__3O7v80BaS6ja6uM59Q5GT1mo-y8oNlnXX8UqKJEZKawsZTDFZo2S0L1cysfL3Io02QpyNA&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/manchesterunitedfoundation?__cft__[0]=AZWP9N69Pu2ncYg_PdvPT2KlIbZRJV305pPIkYYX7Im4ny0Q_bNFt0wXLy-pQp_KaJEsjzXd4QIIUlqVau6p9fn6m9uK1NGhArQc2O6ImnUwHrtkH_ZytsB5G6C__3O7v80BaS6ja6uM59Q5GT1mo-y8oNlnXX8UqKJEZKawsZTDFZo2S0L1cysfL3Io02QpyNA&__tn__=-]K-R
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Well done to Vincent B who 
visited  Old Trafford to watch 

Manchester United against Spurs. 
Vincent was selected from a 

group of Year 10 students who 
have shown a fantastic start to 
the new school year with their 
attendance, thrive points and 

positive attitude to their school 
work.

Vincent has embodied all of the 
above and we are thrilled to 

reward his dedication with this 
great experience. Well done.

Manchester United Foundation 

Congratulations to the Year 11 girls football 
team for securing 3rd place in the Manchester 
United Foundation annual competition at the 

Cliff last week. Their hard work and 
determination truly paid off, and were an 

absolute credit to Glossopdale.

We would also like to thank Jo, Becky and their 
team for organising such a great event.

https://www.facebook.com/manchesterunitedfoundation?__cft__[0]=AZUGzEaGq7Y928NmizMgR8cgwprJO4ay3EiX4eD_Kd3Mi74tiykHIq7scAOPzRe6jy9c-osG_mTzKEw8i8itqf0cIYJBNPy_NzrIcttnElCZeA1kF0ouaquqWfJv5AuUjMlgljjqmjDxdwAAkM3SVjxzD3ZoRhPmSDXYRgM8n9cTl86_dV2lSPa2UUWrbLW-7HA&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/manchesterunitedfoundation?__cft__[0]=AZUGzEaGq7Y928NmizMgR8cgwprJO4ay3EiX4eD_Kd3Mi74tiykHIq7scAOPzRe6jy9c-osG_mTzKEw8i8itqf0cIYJBNPy_NzrIcttnElCZeA1kF0ouaquqWfJv5AuUjMlgljjqmjDxdwAAkM3SVjxzD3ZoRhPmSDXYRgM8n9cTl86_dV2lSPa2UUWrbLW-7HA&__tn__=-]K-R
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Manchester United Foundation 

This term we were pleased to announce that three of 
our students had the opportunity to visit the Theatre 
of Dreams to watch the Manchester United v Celtic in 
the MU Foundation game. A huge well done to Jack 
L, Jack S & Louis for being selected by their year 

teams for making a positive start to their school year.

We also had our amazing GCSE dance group 
performing to the masses prior to the game in the fan 
zone, the team were professional and delivered on a 

big stage in front of the United and Celtic fans. A 
truly memorable experience and the girls did 

Glossopdale so proud again.



Sixth Form 



We’ve had a fantastic first term in our new Sixth Form, 
welcoming students from Glossopdale and beyond to embark 
on a variety of courses. Everyone has been settling in well and 
making the most of the excellent new facilities.

In November, we hosted a highly successful Sixth Form Open 
Evening. Each subject was proudly showcased, with teachers 
available to answer questions and provide guidance. The event 
featured talks from the Head of Sixth Form, Mr. Peate, and our 
in-house mental health team, Compass, who offered valuable 
information on accessing their support services. Visitors also 
enjoyed delicious sample treats at the Sixth Form Pod, which 
stayed open to provide food and refreshments.

For more information and details on how to apply, visit: 
https://www.glossopdaleschool.org.uk/sixthform

https://www.glossopdaleschool.org.uk/sixthform


This term at Glossopdale Sixth Form has been packed with activities promoting 
academic success, personal growth, and community engagement. Students 
attended the Safe Drive Stay Alive event and Huddersfield University 
Outreach, gaining insights into road safety and post-18 options. Leadership 
shone through initiatives like mentoring, buddy reading, and Mental Health 
Ambassador training, while social highlights included the Bury Arcade trip, 
Film Night, and Christmas Dinner. Parents’ Evening and Presentation 
Evening celebrated progress and achievements. These opportunities have 
strengthened bonds, supported well-being, and prepared students for the future, 
marking a successful and memorable term for all involved.

Sixth Form 



Glossopdale School 
and Sixth Form PTFA 
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Parent, Teacher and Friends 
Association (PTFA)
Family Quiz Night 

We had a brilliant night at the end of October at 
the family Quiz Night. It was great to see so 
many new parents come along and try and 

outsmart the teachers! 

Thank you to everyone who turned up to raise 
funds for all those extras for pupils at 
Glossopdale School and Sixth Form.

Look out for this quiz next year!
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Parent, Teacher and Friends Association (PTFA)
Christmas Market  

Thank you to everyone who came and supported 
our Christmas Market. There were lots of 

wonderful local stalls, entertainment from Centre 
Stage, Glossop Old Band, and a festive character 

dance off! Food was available from Cask and 
Kitchen and The Place laid on a bar. 

The PTFA raised a large sum of money which will 
be distributed to faculties in the new year for 

some of those extras which aren’t covered in the 
school budget. It was a great way to start the 

festive season.



The Place 
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On 2nd December, secondary-aged students 
from schools across the High Peak came 

together for an inspiring day of Leadership 
Skills Foundation Training at Glossopdale 

School and Sixth Form!

This nationally accredited course equipped 
students with the skills and confidence to 
take on leadership roles, emphasising the 
importance of being a responsible and a 

positive role model. A great leader isn’t just 
about leading—it’s about ensuring the safety 

and well-being of those they guide and 
demonstrating the right qualities, such as 

integrity, empathy, and resilience.

Students from Glossopdale were a great 
representation for the school and our values.



Free holiday activities are available 
in January for children aged 10 to 16 
years who are eligible for free school 

meals. Please see here to book

Glow Kicks parties are 
available on Fridays at 
4.45pm. For full details 
and to book, please see 

here



We Wish Everyone a 
Very Merry Christmas 
and a Very Happy New 

Year  


