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Options Process 2025

Mrs Jesson
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Options 2025 - The Process

21/01/25 Y9 report
22/01/25 Options process letter home
29/01/25 Options process assembly

KS4 options booklet available online
30/01/25 Parents evening
24/02/25 Selections for taster sessions
05/03/25 THRIVE Day - Options taster sessions
13/03/25 Option evening 
14/03/25 Options selections form opens in 

Student Portal & MCAS app
21/03/25 Deadline for options form to be completed 

through Student Portal & MCAS app
25/04/25 Final offer



T
o
 a

s
p

ir
e
, 

e
n

d
e

a
v

o
u

r 
an

d
 t

h
ri

v
e
 t

o
g
et

h
er

.

Key Stage 4 - What is the difference?

At Key Stage 4
● Students will still be educated in life skills, moral, 

spiritual & cultural aspects of life, and still do PE
● Not everyone will study the same thing
● Students must choose to study some some and stop 

studying others - they will study subjects in more 
depth

● Students will work towards level 2 qualifications
○ GCSE
○ Technical Awards
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Options 

● Students must study English Language, English 
Literature, Maths, Science (combined or separate), 
Beliefs & Values and PE

● Students choose 4 options, at least one of which must 
be an EBacc subject

● Each option is studied for 5 hours per fortnight 
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The Curriculum
English

English

English

English

Maths

Maths

Maths

B & V

2 GCSE 1 GCSE

Science

Science

Science

Science

Science

Option 4

2 GCSE

Option 1

Option 2

Option 3

Option 1

Option 2

Option 3

Option 1

Option 2

Option 3

1 to 4 GCSE
1 to 3 Voc

PE

Maths

English

English

English

English

Maths

Maths

Maths

Maths

PE

B & V

Option 1 Option 3

Option 1 Option 3

Option 2

Option 4

Option 4

Option 4

Option 2 Option 4

Science

Science

Science

Science

Science
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Combined Science or Separate Science?
English

English

English

English

Maths

Maths

Maths

B & V

2 GCSE 1 GCSE

Science

Science

Science

Science

Science

Option 4

2 GCSE

Option 1

Option 2

Option 3

Option 1

Option 2

Option 3

Option 1

Option 2

Option 3

2 to 4 GCSE
2 to 3 Voc

PE

Maths

English

English

English

English

Maths

Maths

Maths

Maths

PE

B & V

Option 1 Option 3

Option 1 Option 3

Option 2

Option 4

Option 4

Option 4

Option 2 Option 4

Science

Science

Science

Science

Science
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Options - A Fortnight

English 8

Maths 8

Science 10 

Beliefs & Values 2

PE 2

Option 1 5

Option 2 5

Option 3 5

Option 4 5
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What should be considered?

● Career Does it lead to a job?
● Interests Do they enjoy it?
● Ability Are they good at it?
● Pathways Where can they go next?
● Learning Does it suit them as a learner - styles 

of delivery & assessment?

● Ambition Is it ambitious for them, does it help

them be the best they can be?
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What should be considered?

● Career Does it lead to a job?
● Interests Do they enjoy it?
● Ability Are they good at it?
● Pathways Where can they go next?
● Learning Does it suit them as a learner - styles 

of delivery & assessment?

● Ambition Is it ambitious for them, does it help

them be the best they can be?
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.Mrs Green - Careers Advisor
Mr Taylor - Careers Lead

Support available
● 1-2-1 interviews to provide 

personal guidance
● Group interviews / discussions 

about Options choices
● Activities in morning 

meeting/tutor
● Lunchtime drop ins

Options - Careers

https://nationalcareers.
service.gov.uk/ 

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/
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What should be considered?

● Career Does it lead to a job?
● Interests Do they enjoy it?
● Ability Are they good at it?
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Options - Interest/Ability
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What should be considered?

● Career Does it lead to a job?
● Interests Do they enjoy it?
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Progression routesOptions - Pathways

https://www.pearson.com/en-gb/schools/secondary/parents-learners/careers-hub.html 

https://www.pearson.com/en-gb/schools/secondary/parents-learners/careers-hub.html
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Options - The Sixth Form Pathway

● At Glossopdale: Level 3 courses – academic and 
vocational A Levels

● Consider the ‘Big Picture’ now if they are going to go 
down this pathway

● A Level subjects build on GCSE skills generally e.g. 
Maths/History/French – difficult to do these subjects 
if they haven’t done the GCSE

● University courses e.g. 
Medicine – Chemistry/Maths/Biology     
Law – History/English Lit
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What should be considered?

● Career Does it lead to a job?
● Interests Do they enjoy it?
● Ability Are they good at it?
● Pathways Where can they go next?
● Learning Does it suit them as a learner - styles 

of delivery & assessment?

● Ambition Is it ambitious for them, does it help

them be the best they can be?
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Options - Learning/Assessment
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Options - Learning/Assessment
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Options - Ambition: The Ebacc

We want to see more children 
benefiting from an academic 
curriculum that keeps their options 
open for future study. 

Studying the EBacc should become 
the expectation for the vast 
majority of pupils.
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Options - Ambition: The Ebacc

Option 1

Option 2

Option 3

Option 1

Option 2

Option 3

Option 1

Option 2

Option 3FRENCH

HISTORY 
or 

GEOGRAPHY

ANY OTHER 
COURSE

On the options form we will recommend that 
students take French and a humanities subject

Option 1

Option 1

Option 2

Option 2

Option 3

Option 3

Option 3

Option 3

Option 3
ANY OTHER 

COURSE
Option 3

Option 3
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Options Process 2025

So what are the 
subjects?
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Options - Courses

French
Geography
History

Art
Textiles
Business
Computer Science
Design Technology
French
Geography
Health & Social Care
History
Hospitality & Catering

ICT
iMedia
Music
Performing Arts - Acting
Performing Arts - Dance
Psychology
Religious Studies
Sociology
Sport
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What if they don't get the 
options they asked for, will 
they get put in a random 

group?

98%

Options - FAQ

If they do not like one of 
the options they have 
taken, is it possible to 

change the option?

Can they take 
criminology?

How do you do BTEC PE?
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Options - FAQ

We don't know 
enough about most of 

these new subjects 
e.g sociology and 

hospitality. How do 
we find out?

What is the average GCSE 
grade for the subjects?

When do they start their 
new timetable having 
lessons in the options 

they have chosen?
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● Mrs Jesson - Deputy Headteacher
● Mr Bruce - Y9 Year Leader
● Ms Dewey & Ms Evans - Y9 Year Managers
● Dr Coimbra or Ms Geary - AAHT KS3/4 Progress 
● Ms Kane & Mr Taylor - Tutor Programme/Careers
● Mrs Green - Careers 
● Subject teachers
● Tutors
● Parents

Options - People to answer questions



T
o
 a

s
p

ir
e
, 

e
n

d
e

a
v

o
u

r 
an

d
 t

h
ri

v
e
 t

o
g
et

h
er

.

Options 2025 - The Process
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