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Student Leaders and Student Council 
Head Students
 Anwen Williams, Ewan McIntyre

Deputy Head Students
 Amelia Hall, Katie Zhen

Communications
 Annabelle Capp, Jack Townson, Zoe Gage

Equality and Diversity
 Demi Lamb, Jayden F-D, Riordan Streeter

Inclusion and Wellbeing
 Paige-Anne Davies, Brandon Tansey, Millie Allan

Student Council
 Rebecca Shaw, Nicole Sale, Sam Durkin
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Across school, you will 
see students who have 
worked hard to be part 
of the Junior and Senior 
Leadership Teams.

They represent the 
student body with pride 
and a sense of success 
in their achievements.

Student 
Leadership Team 

2025

Student Leadership
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● Students have the opportunity to apply to be a student 
leader during the summer term. Leadership is open to all 
year groups.

● Student leaders represent their peers during student 
council meetings and offer feedback to Senior 
Leadership Team on a regular basis throughout the year.

● Several changes have been made as a result. Recent 
changes include changes to the lunchtime queues to 
allow more students to be served in a shorter time 
period and the introduction of homework timetables.

Student Leadership
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What are the benefits of working towards gaining 
student leadership?

● Self-improvement and working on your skills is excellent 
preparation for life as you become older - both in the short 
term and for your adult self

● Positive leaders are people who succeed in life.  They have a 
Growth Mindset and a ‘can do’ attitude - which is also very 
important for wellbeing!

● You will develop your THRIVE values and feel good about 
yourself and proud of your achievements

● Your self confidence will develop and grow
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We THRIVE together
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Our School Community 
How we support your child in Key Stage 3

Morning Welcome - 8.40am 

Tutoring 

Personal Development 

Weekly THRIVE data and rewards 

Weekly attendance and punctuality data 

Year Team: Referrals / support and 
interventions 
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The Y7 Team
Year 7
Head of Year  - Mrs J Thornton: 

Year 7 Managers

Mrs N Dewey and Ms E Quinn

Tutors
Ms Cantrell, Mr Elliott, Ms Troisi, Mrs Cloarec, Ms Bramley,  
Mr Bousie, Ms Miller, Mr Renshaw
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Our Expectations
Uniform wear smart and correct uniform with black shoes.
School bag with books and equipment for the day.
No Jewellery one pair of plain studs only (if you have pierced 
ears). No other items of jewellery or bracelets / wristbands.
No gel nails or nail varnish, make up or false eyelashes
No extremes of hair colour or style.
Mobile phone turned off and in your bag. Phones are not 
allowed to be used on the School site. Smart watches must not 
be used for messaging etc.
No ear phones or electronic devices. 
Drink and food - only allowed in the Heart at break and lunch.
No chewing gum - gum is not allowed in school.
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Excellent Attendance
The Importance of Excellent Attendance:

● At Glossopdale School & Sixth Form, we believe that the road to 

success starts with excellent attendance 

● We define excellent attendance as 100% attendance. Our minimum 

expectation for attendance is 97%

● Excellent attendance plays a vital role in students personal and 

academic success - Research conducted by the DfE in March 25 found 

that students with less than 97% attendance are twice as less likely to 

achieve at least a Grade 5 in English and Maths

● Attendance to school is an active and intentional process - We expect 
students to make the effort to attend and be punctual every day 
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Excellent Attendance
The Impact of Absence:

● Absence has a significant impact on 

student progress - Frequent ‘days 

off’ can have a massive impact

● For every 5% band lower than 100% 
attendance, students are likely to 
achieve half a grade lower than 
their predicted GCSE grades.

● For example, a student with 85-90% 
attendance, and predicted grades of 
7, will likely only achieve a 
maximum grade of 5.5-6 in their 
GCSEs
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Excellent Attendance
The Impact of Absence:

● Attendance percentages can also be very misleading - It often 
more useful to consider the number of days/hours a student is 
absent

● A student with 97% attendance will miss 6 days and 30 hours of 
their learning! Across a 5 year period, that’s 150 hours!

● A student with 95% will miss 10 days and 50 hours of their 
learning! Across a 5 year period, that’s 250 hours!
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Excellent Attendance
Excellent Punctuality

● Excellent attendance also includes excellent punctuality - Students are 
expected to arrive to school no later than 8:35am, and be on time to 
every lesson 

● Being ‘on time’ and punctual are two very different things - Being 
punctual means arriving before school and lessons start, fully prepared 
and ready to learn

● We aim to work together with students, parents & carers to ensure that 
all students maintain excellent attendance and punctuality  - Every 
second really does count!



Mental Health Support Service for children and young people 

in Derby and Derbyshire



What is a Mental 
Health Support 

Team?

• An early intervention and prevention 

service to improve mental health and 

emotional wellbeing for children and 

young people (CYP)

• To help them manage their feelings, 

behaviours, thoughts and physical 

sensations so they can better engage 

with their learning and education

• Also working alongside and supporting 

school staff, parents and other 

professionals



1:1 sessions

These can be 
with CYP, 1:1 with 
parents/carers 
or joint sessions

Group 
Interventions

Groups for CYP 
or 

parents/carers  
focusing on a 

range of topics 

Whole School 
Approach (WSA)

Assemblies, staff 
training, 

parent/carer 
workshops, 

consultation and 
signposting

Link sessions 

Providing advice 
and support to 
Mental Health 

Leads and 
offering a 

reflective space

What support do we offer?



• Feeling low, having no motivation, losing interest in things

• Mild to Moderate anxiety- worries, fears, panic, social anxiety

• Sleep hygiene

• Simple Phobias 

• Difficulty with adjusting to change and transition 

• Difficulty with managing emotions

• Exam stress 

What difficulties can 
changing lives help with?



Referrals can be submitted by school, parents, GP’s and other professionals 

to 

changinglives@compass-uk.org 

The allocated practitioner will complete an assessment, usually 1:1 in school 

with the you, and then will decide upon further intervention. 

How to access our service?



01332 315569

changinglives@compass-uk.org

@compassclmhst

CONTACT US



Study Skills 
Curriculum
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Study skills refer to a wide range of strategies, techniques, and behaviours that 

can be used to enhance student learning and academic performance.

There are 2 strands to the study skills curriculum:

1.Teaching of explicit methods and tools used for studying; such as note-taking, 

time management, and self-testing testing strategies. These skills focus on the 

practical aspects of studying and aim to optimise efficiency and effectiveness.

2.Cognitive, metacognitive, and socio-emotional behaviour; Including critical 

thinking, problem-solving, self-regulation, goal setting, and reflection. These skills 

emphasise the development of higher-order thinking, self-awareness, and lifelong 

learning habits.

Morning Meeting - Study Skills Curriculum
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Study Skills 

● Our Study Skills Curriculum is delivered through PD sessions 
in assemblies and morning meetings.

● Y7s will have multiple sessions this year including a Study 
Skills THRIVE day 
○ The use of different study strategies and methods in 

subject areas to encourage greater student engagement to 
improve understanding.



Read through the definitions 
that are to be learnt. 

Read it, Cover it, Say it, check 
it… REPEAT until you can 
remember the piece of 
information you are learning.

Example of one of the study skills strategies 
‘Look, Cover, Say, Write, Check’ (LCSWC)
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External Assessments 

NGRT Assessments

All Glossopdale students are taking the NGRT test in 
English. This is a standardised assessment to measure 
reading skills against the national average. It can be 
used to identify where intervention may be needed. 

-
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External Assessments 
CATs

● In computing lessons
● Short online tests
● Assess 

○ ability to recognise patterns
○ solve puzzles/problems
○ understand written instructions 
○ think critically
○ adapt to new challenges Can’t revise for them

● Results give indications on how a students learn best 
and therefore how we can support them

https://content.gl-assessment.co.uk/cat4learnerguide/?_gl=1*khy24n*_gcl_au*MTkwMTQ4NDc0NC4xNzI1Mjg4OTIx*_ga*MTU2MjU3ODcyOS4xNzI1Mjg4OTIx*_ga_5CJVP2N02B*MTcyNzgwMzI5NC4yLjEuMTcyNzgwMzQxNS4xOS4wLjA.
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Supporting your child at home
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Reporting Home 
Reports:
➔ Twice a year
➔ Subject teachers report on attainment, 

progress and provide a target to support 
your child to improve.

➔ Full details in your booklet
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Staying in touch
Parent newsletter

Celebration newsletter

MyChildAtSchool 

Facebook 

Twitter 

Instagram 

Website 
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Y7 PIE Booklet 

Full of useful information 
from contact information 
and school routines to 
study skill strategies and 
key dates.



English
Miss Osbaldiston

Faculty Team Leader
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English Faculty – PIE YEAR 7 

Faculty Leader   Miss Osbaldiston

kosbaldiston@glossopdaleschool.org.uk

Assistant Faculty Lead & KS3 leader

jwaddington@glossopdaleschool.org.uk



T
o
 a

s
p

ir
e
, 

e
n

d
e

a
v

o
u

r 
an

d
 t

h
ri

v
e
 t

o
g
et

h
er

.

The year 7 curriculum

Term 1 and 2
The Bone 
Sparrow

Term 3
Our World Poetry

Term 4
The Gothic

Term 5
Heroes

Term 6
Julius Caesar



Library lessons

•All year 7 students have one library lesson every week.

•Students have all completed a ‘Star Reading Test’ which 
ascertains their reading level and directs them to 
appropriate reading material in the library and beyond.

•They are encouraged to explore the library and make 
independent choices according to their individual level. 
Guidance is given by their class teacher and the librarian if 
needed. 



Reading

Accelerated Reader
Students are now fully engaged in the programme which 
requires them to complete a minimum number of pages 
per week but, they should be aiming for at least 20 minutes 
reading per day.
To help your child you could:

• create a climate for reading
• ensure they read every day
• talk to them about the books they have chosen 

and why
• paired reading of both fiction and non-fiction texts
• encourage variety - it is important that more able 

students begin to embrace novels written by a 
variety of authors,



1. Say it/write it
altruistic

2. Define it 3. Synonyms

5. Task: put it into a 
sentence

4. Image/video

The quality of being selfless and 
considering others needs before your 
own.

We should try our hardest in life to 
be altruistic and kind because…

Used differently:

Adverb = altruistically

Noun = altruism

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ylaSuM6CGsg


Assessment and rewind in English

● Students are assessed formally over 3 assessment cycles. 
● In lessons we use retrieval such as multiple choice quizzes 

to embed knowledge and terminology.
● We use rewind to help students reflect on their learning. 
● Within lessons we use self and/or peer assessment.
● We also use whole class feedback and messy marking to 

identify common errors and set targets for improvement. 
This is a quick and effective way of ensuring feedback is 
timely. 

● We use model answers, visualisers and good examples of 
student work to scaffold and support students. 

● We choose 10 keywords per unit of work and embed this 
vocabulary throughout the scheme, using DVI to introduce. 



Revision 

We teach students how to revise as 
part of our curriculum. 

We have revision lessons before all 
assessments where students will create 
their own revision flashcards, practise 
comprehension and language analysis 
and revise key vocabulary.  



Homework



Knowledge organiser homework



How can you help at home?
Read with your child – this could be reading the same book, the same 
newspaper articles, the same blogs. Discuss what you’ve read.
Ask questions like:
• What has happened? How has the character changed? Why do you 

think they have chosen this setting? Why do you think … happened? 
Discuss when the book was written – does this have an impact on the 
writing?

Keep an eye on homework that has been set. 
• Check basic organisation – keep an eye on deadlines. 
• Students should always have a challenging reading book with them.  
• Has homework been completed fully? Is their spelling, grammar, 

punctuation correct? 



Maths
Mr Jackson

Faculty Team Leader
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MATHS FACUTLY – PIE YEAR 7 

Faculty Leader   Mr Jackson

cjackson@glossopdaleschool.org.uk

Key Stage 3 Leader   Mrs Edge

DEdge@glossopdaleschool.org.uk
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The Curriculum 
Core content 

Students studying Maths in Key Stage 3 at Glossopdale School follow a scheme of learning 
which is split up into three main aspects within each topic: fluency, reasoning and problem 
solving. It is a spiral curriculum which means that you revisit the main strands each year and 
develop your skills further

The curriculum taught provides plenty of exposure to reasoning and problem solving while also 
reviewing basic skills through Do Now tasks which are retrieval starters within the scheme to 
review and embed topics taught throughout the year.  

Students who need extra support follow a slightly altered scheme of learning, differentiated to suit 
their needs concentrating on number primarily.

The scheme of learning is broken down into threshold concepts. These are the key skills required 
to enable students to progress to the next stage in their learning.
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Long Term Plan 
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Progress Pathways 
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Setting 

• In year 7 we have  4 sets on each half..
• Sets 1 and 2 are mixed ability and sets 3 and 4 are mixed ability.
• All students follow the same scheme of learning and are taught the same 

topics. Sets 1 and 2 will extend their learning further and will generally go 
at a slightly faster pace.

• Set 3 and 4 will have added scaffolding to enable any gaps in knowledge 
to be closed.
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Assessments & Homework
• Students are regularly assessed in class by doing mini-reviews and Open 

Book Assessments. 
• Mini-reviews happen half way through a topic and allow students to show us 

what they know, but also allow staff to spot any gaps in understanding.
• Open Book Assessments happen at the end of a unit of work where students 

can use their notes to enable them to apply their knowledge. 
• This is then followed by a re-teach set of lessons (if required).
• There will be an unseen assessment at the end of every term to allow 

students to become use to the style of question in Maths.

• For homework, students have a weekly paper based homework that is stuck 
in the back of their books. The homework is used to check students 
understanding of key concepts.
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Our Support & Your Support

• We have an online platform called Mathspad which 
allows us to set an individualised support plan for any 
student we feel is struggling.

• Please make sure they have a calculator.
• All staff are available after school if a student is 

struggling, just go and talk to your teacher.
• Please contact us if you have any concerns or worries.

• A little bit of parental support goes a long way, please 
do not say “I could never do maths”!!

.



Science
Ms Spacey

Faculty Team Leader
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Science Topics - Year 7  

Biology:

Organisms 
• Cells
 
Genes 
• Variation
• Reproduction

Ecosystems 
• Interdependence 

Chemistry:

Matter
• Elements, 

compounds and 
mixtures 

• Separating 
mixtures 

• Particles 
• The periodic table

Physics:
• Energy
• Forces
• Magnetism and 

electromagnetis
m

• Electricity
• The Universe
• Sound
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Working scientifically 

Scientific attitudes
● accuracy, precision, theories…

Experimental skills and investigations
● hypothesis, variables, apparatus, recording 

observations…

Analysis and evaluation
● presenting observations, drawing 

conclusions…

Measurement
● calculations, mean and range…
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Retrieval

At the start of each topic the 
students will be given:

• a knowledge organiser 

• key questions for the topic 
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Science homework

Students will be given retrieval homework once 
a fortnight (every week A)

This will be revision of a last topic.

The knowledge organiser and key questions 
will be placed on Bromcom and their revision 
materials will need to be handed in two weeks 
later.

They will need to complete a quiz - teachers 
can monitor which questions the students are 
finding difficult.
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Retrieval tests in lesson

Retrieval of previous topics

Every week A - same week as 
homework is due in

Students will have a 10min quiz 
testing their knowledge of their 
revision topic
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Science key dates

Assessments
Year 7

Assessment 1 = week 16 (w/b 12th  January 2026)
Assessment 2 = week 34 (w/b 15th June 2026)
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Trips

Year 7 trip to Magna - focus on forces. 

Magna is a science centre with unique learning opportunities. Pupils 
can explore and discover science, technology, design and steel 
heritage in an engaging, hands-on environment.

January 2026!



Please scan the QR code to complete a short questionnaire about the evening. 
The feedback will help us to improve future events and to ensure that we are 
providing you with the information you need to support your child.
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